128	FEDERAL POLITY
of North America would not have set the  first example of a
truly federal union, at  least so early as they did, if Eng-
land's colonial policy, during the latter half of the eighteenth
century, had been determined by the wiser counsellors of
George III. It was the encroachment upon their freedom from
taxation*   by   England that goaded the colonies into pre-
senting a united front to the policy of English statesmen, and
later on  formed them into the  United States of America.
In their Declaration of Independence the colonists Jaid
great stress upon  the  policy of George III, which they
resented most and which, as they declared, had compelled
them to sever their connection with the mother country
and united them into the first federation of modern days.
The Declaration charged the King with the commission of
some and the omission  of other acts  whereby, in  their
opinion, as they then said,    " He has abdicated government
here, by declaring us out of his protection and waging war
against us.   He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts,
burnt our towns and destroyed the lives of our  people."
These and similar other grave charges contained in the
Declaration were undoubtedly not so true as  they were
* Dealing with the subject of colonial policy Bryan Edwards writes:—
" The leading principle of colonisation m all the maritime states of
Europe (Great Britain among the rest) was commercial monopoly. The word
monopoly in this case admitted a very extensive interpretation. It com*
prehended the monopoly of supply, of the monopoly of colonial produce, and
the monopoly of manufacture. By the first, the colonists were prohibited
from resorting to foreign markets for the supply of their wants j by the
second, they were compelled to bring their chief staple commodities to the
mother-country alone; and by the third, to bring them to her in a raw or
unmanufactured state, that her own manufacturers might secure to them-
selves all the advantages arising from their further improvement. This
latter principle was carried so far as to induce the late Earl of Chatham to
declare in Parliament, that the British colonists in America had no right to
manufacture even a nail for a horse show."
* History of the East Indies,' Vo. II, p, 566 and also p. 443,
Sir George CornewaH Lewis, in his 'Eassay on the Government of
Pepemdencles* has also expressed similar views, vide his book pages 214-21$

